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SPAIN ADOPTS NEW REFORMS 


N September 9 the Spanish Cortes, by over- 

whelming majorities, passed the Catalan 
Statute and the Land Reform Bill, thus taking 
bold action on two of the most serious problems 
which it has faced. 


Catalonia, more sharply differentiated in lan- 
guage and psychology than any other area of 
the peninsula except Portugal, has long struggled 
for “home rule,” and the new Statute which goes 
into effect next January promises to satisfy its 
principal aspirations. Declared an “autonomous 
region within the Spanish State,” Catalonia will 
have a government—the Generalitat—consisting 
of a Parliament, an Executive Council and a 
President, the last to be elected by the Cortes. 


The Generalitat will control municipal admin- 
istration, police and the courts. Financial au- 
tonomy also is achieved. The new government 
will receive the entire revenue of certain taxes 
and a percentage of others, and is empowered to 
create new sources of income. The Republic re- 
serves for itself complete control of foreign af- 
fairs and, in emergencies, the right to intervene 
in questions of public order. Both the Generalitat 
and the Republic will maintain schools. Catalan 
will be an official language along with Castilian. 
The Statute is expected to serve as a precedent 
for the settlement of other regional questions, and 
may, in addition, prove a significant contribution 
to the solution of Europe’s perplexing problem 
of minorities. 


The Land Reform Bill, which is retroactive 
to April 1931, applies not to the Republic as a 
whole, but to. those sections lying southward, 
southeastward and westward of Madrid, where 
“4 the evil of large estates is particularly acute. 
Feudal estates, land poorly cultivated, and land 
in the neighborhood of towns and villages may be 
expropriated by the government. Indemnification 
will be based on values declared for taxation, and 
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will be paid partly in cash and partly in 5 per 
cent bonds. The nobility, however, will be in- 
demnified not for the land but only for recent 
improvements. 


An Institute of Agrarian Reform will be organ- 
ized to carry out the provisions of the Land Bill. 
Those eligible to receive land are agricultural 
workers who are either landless or possess but 
small properties. The law provides for both in- 
dividual and collective cultivation. Estimates 
place the amount of land possibly affected by the 
new bill at nearly 52,000,000 acres, valued at 
$5,520,000,000, and now in the hands of 8,000 
holders. Initially the distribution will benefit 
100,000 persons, with the possibility of an ulti- 
mate increase to 1,000,000. 


Mexico and the Vatican 

With the publication on September 29 of the 
papal encyclical Acerba Animi, the curtain rose 
on another stormy scene in Mexico’s Church-State 
controversy. 

The encyclical charged the government with 
“persecution” and with action “contrary to the 
spirit in which the modus vivendi had been estab- 
lished” in 1929, citing in support of its accusa- 
tions the imprisonment and expulsion of mem- 
bers of the clergy; the recent laws of various 
states drastically reducing the number of priests 
—in one case to one for each 100,000 persons—; 
and the refusal of some states to recognize the 
authority of the Church in the nomination of 
priests for the government license, as provided by 
the 1929 accord. The encyclical urged Roman 
Catholics to comply formally with the religious 
laws but suggested continuing protests and efforts 
toward modification. 


The government countered not only by denunci- 
ations and the threat to convert all churches into 
schools and shops, but also by aggressive action. 


—— 


| 
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Following his protest against statements by gov- 
ernment spokesmen, the papal delegate, Arch- 
bishop Leopoldo Ruiz y Flores, was expelled as a 
“pernicious foreigner.” Although he was a native 
of Mexico, it was charged that his allegiance to 
the Papacy, now a secular power, had annulled his 
citizenship. The presiding Archbishop of Mex- 
ico, Mgr. Pascual Diaz, was also placed under 
arrest, but was later released on payment of a 
fine and compliance with the registration law. So 
far, the State apparently remains master of the 
stage. 

According to some reports, the desire to create 
a fighting issue which would solidify party sup- 


* port behind the Calles leadership has motivated 


the government in its violent counter-attack. Such 
a course, it is believed might check threatened 
dissension in the National Revolutionary (govern- 


ment) group. CHARLES A. THOMSON 


Iraq’s Admission to the League 

The election of the Arab state of Iraq to 
League membership on October 3 brings to an 
end the mandatory control exercised over this 
area by Great Britain since the World War. Iraq 
is the first of the mandated areas thus to achieve 
independence. It is significant, furthermore, that 
a new state has been created by peaceful and 
orderly means rather than as a result of revolu- 
tion. Iraq has entered the League, however, sub- 
ject to a treaty of alliance and a financial agree- 
ment of 1930 with Great Britain. The treaty 
provides that for the maintenance and protection 
of “essential communications” the British are to 
retain specified air bases in Iraq, that the Iraqi 
army shall be trained by British instructors and 
equipped with arms identical with those of the 
British troops and that Iraq will afford British 
forces “all possible facilities” for movement 
across its territory. While the financial agree- 
ment turns over the railways and port of Basrah 
to Iraq on extremely generous terms, the new 
state is to administer both under statutes which 
the British must approve and is to staff the rail- 
ways for some time largely with British officials. 


After warm debate the Permanent Mandates 
Commission concluded that these undertakings 
did not “explicitly infringe” the independence of 
the new state, and the Council and Assembly con- 
curred in this view. Nevertheless, some observers 
consider that Iraq has become a “puppet” state; 
in view of the dangers of such states as illustrated 
by the recent creation of Manchoukuo, they have 
criticized the recognition of Iraq’s independence, 
subject as it is to the Anglo-Iraqi treaty. 

Fear has been expressed, moreover, that an 
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independent Iraq may have a disturbing influence 
over other mandated peoples, especially the Sy- 
rians and Lebanese, who are under French man- 
date. Although the French declared in June 1931 
that Syria would be liberated “at a not very dis- 
tant date” and repeated this promise on the occa- 
sion of Iraq’s admission to the League, they have 
set no definite time for this event. Meanwhile a 
Pan-Arab conference at which delegates will be 
present from all neighboring Arab countries is 
to meet at the Iraqi capital under the presidency 
of King Faisal this autumn. One of the principal 
matters on its agenda is reported to be a dis- 
cussion of “Iraqi-Syrian federation”—a discus- 
sion which may precipitate the issue of Syrian 


independence. WILBUR L. WILLIAMS 
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